
Handy Hints

Other Stuff

1. Keep your printing balance topped up otherwise this will prevent you from 
progressing in lessons.

2. Create a space to work at home – with access to a variety of materials.
3. You will need access to a camera, computer & printer.  You may need to 

come into art outside of lessons to use our facilities.

Preparing for your 10 hour exam
1. You will need to paint a small A3/A4 version of your final piece before the exam.  

You will need to show this to your teacher and agree that it will work out.  If this 
goes wrong you will need to come up with a new idea.

2. You can trace your idea out on tracing paper before the exam.
3. Your project work must be handed in on the first day of the exam. 
4. Your final piece must link to the artists in your book (it can be just one of these).
5. Make sure there is enough development in your book.

Assessment

60% Coursework (1 project + 

portfolio of supporting work)

40% Exam Project (12 weeks)

Artists Development Drawing + 

Annotation

Final 

Piece

25% 25% 25% 25%

•You must ensure that each area is complete 

otherwise you will loose valuable marks.

Tips for Meeting Deadlines
1. Know your deadlines.
2. Timetable an art slot into your weekly routine such as a Sunday afternoon.
3. Keep on top of work – during your exam you will need to produce 2 pieces of 
work per week.  Look at the quick techniques sheet in this booklet for ways to do 
this.  
4. Be honest if you miss a deadline and timetable in a catch-up session.
5. Make use of Art Club (Thursday & Monday afterschool or Thursday & Friday at 
lunchtime).



Development 25%: Your work in 
the style of an artist

‘Development’ means systematically 
working towards better artwork: 
trialling, refining and exploring 
compositional devices and technique, 
demonstrating to the examiners that 
you have gone through a learning 
process and arrived at a successful 
final piece.

Coursework portfolio must tell a visual story: with a 
starting point, a conclusion, and a journey in 
between.

Useful websites:
http://www.studentartguide.com/articles/a-
level-art-coursework-development
Pinterest
BBC Bitesize

Level: 9

An exceptional  ability to engage 
and demonstrate critical 
understanding of sources.

• Describing artwork with very complex language and 
technical vocabulary 

• Describing specific pieces
• Discussing and evaluating own opinion
• Evaluating the artwork 
• Linking presentation with the artists work.
• Adding relevant quotes
• Discussing the meaning behind the artwork
• Linking the artwork with their own practise

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjv78Xerd3PAhWCUBoKHeq5CE0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/293226625712935187/&bvm=bv.135974163,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEBy961AfzJvJefHKNt8mKTbw_Gmw&ust=1476639709492376
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjv78Xerd3PAhWCUBoKHeq5CE0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/293226625712935187/&bvm=bv.135974163,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEBy961AfzJvJefHKNt8mKTbw_Gmw&ust=1476639709492376
http://www.studentartguide.com/articles/a-level-art-coursework-development




Photography tips

Follow the rule of thirds

Clean The Lens

Shoot From Different Perspectives



Pencil Crayon and Coffee

Tonal drawing

Pencil Crayon drawing
Pen drawing

pencil/collage drawing

Chalk/charcoal drawing

Drawing 25%
To get a high grade you must:

• Fill up an A3 Page.

• Use a variety of Media.

• Show off your skills – the more 

complex the better!

• Try and link your drawings in with 

your artist and work from your own 

photo/or life.

•Focus on contrast, proportions and 

detail.

Always work from an A4 or A3 

sized image so that you can  

see all of the detail

It is much easier working 

from a photo.  





• You will need to think about scale, you may want to buy yourself a 
canvas.

• Remember the more detailed and impressive it is the higher the mark 
you will get!

• You must show strong links to your artists work.

Final Piece



Experiment with your Photos 
and photocopies

Paint on Photocopies

Try cutting up photos in the style of your 
artist

Artist Copies – Paint a small section
Photoshop

Stick relevant items into your book
Try Painting on a friends face (if relevant)

Small samples – scratch into photos.

Work on several pieces at once

Leave artwork purposefully 
incomplete

Incorporate mixed media /patterned surfaces / 
textural elements 

Be more gestural


