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18 November 2022

Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians

As I write this letter to you, I am so happy to see blue skies and the sun appearing and I am hoping this bodes well for the weekend.  

Since returning from our October half term holidays, students have settled really well into their studies, which is a real pleasure to see but there have been lots of other great activities taking place too. In particular, last Friday, the whole school was treated to very thought-provoking Remembrance Day assemblies, thanks to the History & Music Departments, where the students and staff experienced dance, poems and music, ending with an emotional rendition of Pie Jesu by the senior choir and a minute’s silence. The way that all the students responded to the assembly was a real credit to everyone.

This week we also celebrated a joyful occasion by naming our newest school building, ‘The Gyde Building,’ after our longest serving teacher, Miss Caroline Gyde. Miss Gyde retired at the end of the last academic year, having worked at the school for over 40 years (and, I am pleased to say, is still volunteering with us) and it was our absolute pleasure to honour her length of service as a science teacher in this way. The building currently houses the English, Science and D&T Departments. 

On a less celebratory note, can I remind all parents, carers and guardians that facial piercings are not part of our school uniform and have never been so. If your child has a nose piercing, please ask them to remove it and either leave it out for school or wear a clear retainer when in school. The full rules on our uniform can be found here:
https://www.thewarrinerschool.co.uk/uniform 
Over the coming week, those students who do not conform to these rules will be receiving a letter from Ms Keys and there will sanctions for going against our clear uniform rules. Also, if your child is in KS4, and has facial piercings, please be mindful that our younger students in KS3 look up to them, as older ambassadors of the school, and will be easily influenced by these choices. Please support us in this.

The Year 11s have been working hard on their mock exams this week, with Year 13s starting next week. These mock exams are so important for several reasons: for teaching staff to know what the students do know and, more importantly, what they do not know before they sit their ‘real’ exams next year; for students to experience the pressure of exams in timed conditions in an examination space and for students and staff to know more precisely how well students are doing against their target grades. Subject specific revision guides are an important element of effective revision so do not forget there is a deadline of 20/11/22 to get orders in for Years 10 and 11.

Thank you to those of you who ventured out on a very stormy night last Wednesday to attend our Sixth Form Open Evening – it was such a great event and to see so many students and their families attend made it a very memorable night, with lots of great displays and information given by current sixth form students and their teachers. The sixth form team will take Year 11s through their next steps around application process but if you have any questions now, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Smith: ma.smith@warriner.oxon.sch.uk

In a separate Groupcall message, I am going to send you a link to a parent, carer, guardian school survey. The purpose of this survey is to ask you directly how you think we are doing at The Warriner School. It should not take too long to complete, so if you can, please let us know your views. 

Lastly – a good news story! If you would like to find out more the forthcoming amazing Music Department trip to be part of Disney’s, ‘Let’s Sing for Christmas’ at the Videopolis theatre in Disneyland, you can find the story on Banbury FM here: 
https://banburyfm.com/news/warriner-choir-to-star-in-disneyland-paris-christmas-extravaganza/ 
Good luck to all involved and thanks to all the staff making this a reality for 48 students. 

I hope you have a good weekend.

With very best wishes
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Sharon Nicholls
Head of School
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